Minutes of the Madoc & District Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, November 17th, 2009

Madoc Public Library And Cultural Centre

1.  Call to order by John Mcdonnell, Chair

2.  Introductions:  John Mcdonnell, Chair




Rob Price, Vice Chair



  
Ellen Wilson, Secretary




Jim Bakker, Coordinator




Jim Murray




Regrets from Judy Smith
             

3.
Approval of Agenda. Moved by Ellen Wilson and seconded by Jim Bakker that                                
the agenda be approved with the addition of “updates” in new business.   Carried

4.
Minutes of the October 20th, 2009 meeting.  Moved by Rob Price & seconded by Ellen Wilson that the minutes be approved .  Carried.

5.
Business arising from minutes.  None

6.  Correspondence:  i. Letter from IKO Industries about their in-house programme called “Silent Whistle” which allows the reporting of issues concerning IKO anonymously.    ii.  Letter from CFDC acknowledging the repayment of the loan.  iii.  Letter from Centre Hastings promising to provide traffic cones and  street barriers for the upcoming Santa Claus parade.

7.   Business arising from Correspondence:  none

8.
Financial report:  There is $4677.26 in the Chamber’s bank account..  The Santa Claus Parade fund stands at $6559.19 ($500.00 will go towards refurbishing Santa’s float and  payment for the bands, cadets etc. will be made the night of the parade.)  

      9.   Old Business:   i..  Markets Vendors Association.  Richard Peck gave his report to 


      Jim Bakker earlier.  Richard stated that vendor participation 



      was down and that vendors and bands were not fulfilling their 



      commitments to attend the market regularly.  Those who did 



      show up did “okay.”

ii. Workshop series continues with the Service Excellence     Workshop on the 20th of Nov. and the Governance workshop on Dec. 2nd. There will be a Creative Networking Event Nov. 30 in Marmora at 7pm at the Town Hall. It’s going to be a great small business networking event with local food, and Dan Taylor, EDO for Prince Edward County, will be joining us to speak about the Creative Rural Economy and discuss how Prince Edward County’s businesses are working together to support and grow their creative rural economy.  It’s a free event sponsored by the Marmora Business Association, Hastings County and the Small Business Centre. To attend, please RSVP to Jordan Hypes at register@hastingscounty.com or phone 613.966.6712 ext. 4012

iii.  Christmas Committee:  The committee has been waiting for a response from Jim McGuire, Tweed, who is the person who maintains and turns on the Christmas light in the village.  He will be asked to replace the existing lights with LED lights.  The Chamber will pay for the cost of the new light bulbs up to $200.00.  The Sweet Adelines will be singing at the Arts Centre, Nov. 21st at 6:00 p.m.
iv.  Christmas Music at Wilson’s:  System is up and playing.
v.  Santa Claus Parade:  A final to-do list was handed out and everything is falling into place. .

10.  New Business             i.  Moira Lake Property Owners Association.  This group is       proposing a discount certificate programme for 2010 which is designed to encourage members to shop locally and increase local businesses.  The Chamber has no issue with the group approaching the merchants to sell their idea.

ii.  Up Dates:  Premiere Ranked tourism surveys will be going out soon and a list of businesses that will be contacted was handed out.  If you wish to participate in the survey, contact Andrew Redden, Economic Development Manager of Hastings County.

iii.  Up dates:  Volunteer and Information Quinte:  Amanda Witty of this group is looking at setting up a satellite office in Madoc.  VIQ acts a s a bridge between organizations looking for volunteers and people who have a desire to volunteer.


        iii.   Up Dates:  The County has received funding for an “enterprise 


    facilitator”  as proposed by the Sirolli Institute.  This person will 

    help people with  entrepreneurial ideas establish and build their 


    businesses.  Ads have been placed to hire this facilitator and 


   requests have been made for volunteers to serve on an advisory 


   committee.


        iv.   Updates:  Hastings County has been putting together an 



    Investment Marketing Strategy in an effort to encourage new 

                capital investment in the area.  More information is available on 

    the Hastings County web site.

11.  Next Meetings:  A joint meeting with ComfortCountry group will be held at the Spotted Dog Bed And Breakfast, Madoc, December 16th at 7:30 p.m.

12.  Meeting Adjourned.

