Minutes of the Madoc & District Chamber of Commerce

September 18, 2007

Madoc Public Library & Cultural Centre

1.
Call to order by Jim Bakker

2.
Introductions:   Rob Price, Vice President




    Shelby Kramp-Neuman, Council Representative




    Judy Smith, Treasurer




    Richard Peck, President Madoc Market Vendors Assoc.




    Dianne Ramroop, Secretary




    Ellen Wilson




    Jan Bruce, Home Coming Committee

3.
Approval of Agenda:   Approved by Ellen Wilson and seconded by Judy Smith.  
Carried.

4.
Minutes of July 17, 2007 meeting:  Accepted by Rob Price and seconded by 
Ellen Wilson.

5.  
Business Arising from Minutes:  None.

6.
Correspondence:  

· Invitation sent via email by Jose Seguin Re:  To Attend Distance Open House Event on Sept. 26, 2007 at the Centre Hastings Secondary School – how the new Hastings County Access Centre is handling technological tools (highspeed internet). Rob Price will be attending.

· The Canadian Chamber of Commerce has been sending updates about the members who are using the services provided by TD Merchant Services.

· Letter of Appreciation received from Mr. Dan Rudell who stopped for an overnight stay at the motel with his family.  He said he was quite impressed with our town and would probably try to reserve rooms ahead of time the next time around.

7.
Business Arising from Correspondence:  None.

8.
Financial Report:

· Balance in account-$5,250.85

· Received insurance bill from McDougall Insurance Services (coverage takes into consideration such things as village events, etc.).  McDougall Insurance deposits $76 a month into the account.

· $140 plus have been authorized for the purchase of a computer drive for use at the COC office.

· There are presently 87 paid up members of the COC.

· Financial Report accepted by Shelby Kramp-Neuman and seconded by Judy Smith.

9.
Old Business:


Madoc & District Main St. Initiative Update

· Report by Jim Bakker-this project has gone into a state of “comatose”.

· Main Street Coordinator has not been hired yet; looking at March/April 2008.  The new approach may be to hire a coordinator for only Centre Hastings but no funds have been committed to this.

· Funding for the replacement of a new coordinator is through Community Futures.


Market/Village Events (Richard Peck)

· 3 weekends left for the Madoc Market.  

· A workshop day is scheduled where there are 3 participants-Community Press, Hattittudes (Red Hat Ladies), and 10 Bears ( Indian Crafts).

· Customer Appreciation Day is also scheduled- The Chamber of Commerce will donate $100 for coffee for the day.

· An End-of-Season Yard Sale is being held on October 13; $5.00 for a spot.

· Revenue is down at least by 35% for 2007 compared to 2006 revenue.

Accepted by Ellen Wilson and seconded by Rob Price.


Economic Development:


Downtown Situation

· Madoc downtown has attracted a lot of business owners this year.  Only 2 retail space is left available. 

· Shelby Kramp-Neuman reported that Tim, the Butcher will be expanding similar to a M&M store.

· The vacant land at Highway 7 and Highway 62 is being developed (maybe a grocery).  So far, all that is known is that the developers have signed and all access has been approved.

· The architecture for the medical centre has been selected and this project is moving ahead.


CIP

· No progress.


Major Events for the Area

· Next week there is a meeting with the Fair Board with David Lockwood to discuss Canadian entertainers. Other events mentioned were Tiny Talent concert/festival, Living Rainbow, etc.

·  As well as the use of the Kiwanis Centre for fund raising during the winter months.

· For 2008, the Human Rainbow Group and Monk Fest will be discussed.

10.
New Business:



Home-Coming Committee

· Madoc turns 130 years in 2008.  There will be a “Welcome back home” event that includes a dance and breakfast.  

· 50th Anniversary in May 2008 for Madoc School.  In June 2008, 27th thru                              29th there will be a reunion.  This started 30 years ago where a reunion happens every 5 years.

· These events will be advertised in the Community Press (History of Madoc), maybe CKOL 100.7 FM, word of mouth; no invitation will be sent out.

· Store fronts will advertise “Happy Birthday, Madoc”.  Banners will be made to read the same.


Recreation Committee

· On September 19 at 6:30 p.m. a meeting is being held at the Library & Cultural Centre (Lower Level).  Jim Bakker will be attending on behalf of the Chamber.


Project Funding from County

· This project is ongoing.

· The County will make some money available to the Municipality for the implementation of park benches and tables; to occur at the end of October.

· Park outhouses need to be improved.


Comfort Country


Main Street Coordinator

· See “Old Business”, Madoc & District Main Street Initiative.


Awareness Summit (Jim Bakker)

· Meeting next Tuesday September 25 at the Kiwanis Centre.


Promotional Material

· Brochures

· Passports to events and places

· Reusable Bags

· Plaque Cards


Adopt-A-Can

· Received an offer from Tom Simpson to buy a plaque for $350.00. Tom has said that there are plenty of sponsors to cover the boxes available. The Chamber will allocate funds to other community based projects.


Santa Claus Parade (Jim Bakker)

· Will be on November 24th at 7:00 p.m. (Night Parade)

· Letters to be sent out for fundraising

· Looking for volunteers

· Cost is $15 for an entry (float)

11.
Time of next meeting:  October 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the Madoc Chamber of 


Commerce, Library and Cultural Centre (Lower Level).

12.
Meeting Adjourned:  Motioned by Jim Bakker and seconded by Ellen Wilson.
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