Minutes of the Madoc & District Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, September 16th, 2008

Madoc Public Library And Cultural Centre

1. Call to order by Rob Price, Vice Chair.

2. Introductions:  John McDonnell, Chair

Rob Price, Vice Chair

Ellen Wilson, Secretary

Jim Bakker, Coordinator

Richard Peck

Judy Smith, Treasurer

Shelby Kramp Neuman

3. Approval of Agenda:  Moved by Ellen Wilson and seconded by Judy Smith that the agenda be approved with changes. Carried.

4. Minutes of the August 19th, 2008.  not available.

5. Business arising from minutes.  None.

6. Correspondence:  i.  Information about the Annual Meeting of Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Quebec City, October 2nd, 2008, including  a nomination form for officers. ii.  Doug Parks, Municipal Clerk asking for input about a proposed bylaw prohibiting smoking in the market square.  The Chamber agrees in principal but feels it is an unenforceable bylaw.  Jim Bakker will convey this to Mr. Parks.

7. Financial report:  Bank Account $4584.17 ($526.00 for Mainstreet Banners, CKOL Radio $58.761 ).  An up-grade to the Maximizer programme that is used extensively for Chamber records will be purchased at a cost between $200.00 and $300.00.

8. Old Business:  I. Hastings County project for signs, tables and benches.  The physical work has been completed and the bills all paid.  There have been ten tables, ten benches, new signage made, and the washrooms at Whytock Park have been refurbished. There will be a new sign at Whytock Park to be installed when the new ball diamond is completed.  The cost for the entire project was $6900.00  ii.  Event Status Reports:  The Canada Day Fireworks Committee will be holding a Halloween Celebration at the Market Square.  The Madoc Market Vendors will hold their last market on October 11th.  This will be followed by an after season yard sale to be held at the market on October 18th.

9. New Business:  i.  Artists and Artisan’s Conference , October 15th, Tweed Lion’s Hall. - Enterprise Quinte is holding this event to help local artists to grow their businesses.  The Madoc and District Chamber of Commerce is one of the sponsors and will contribute $10.00 towards the $25.00 registration fee to any artist or artisan from t ComfortCountry who decides to attend.  ii. Artisan and Artists Market Readiness Workshop, Nov. 3rd.  This is an extension of the first workshop that will focus on market readiness for visual presentation artists.  Paul Portelli from Warkworth will be the presenter, and the $20.00 fee includes workbook and lunch.  iii.    Recognition of Downtown Business Support for Medical Centre.  Labour Day weekend. The area businesses showed their support by wearing lab coats and lapel pins. It was a successful first attempt.  v.   The Santa Claus Parade will be November 29th, 7 p.m.  vi.  Festival 2009.  There has been one meeting held to plan next year’s event.  There were many good discussions and it is apparent that more people have to been involved and that more sponsors and an underwriter will be required.  There will be an application made to Heritage Canada for $47,000.00 grant.  vi.  Road Trip.  Jim Bakker traveled to Deseronto and Tyendinaga on behalf of ComfortCountry to meet with the economic development officers of these two communities.  Tyendinaga has well-organized recreational facilities and sport teams that are well supported and Jim felt that we might be able to duplicate some of there successes.  Deseronto has its own set of problems and is looking forward to working with ComfortCountry on tourism marketing in “Explore the Four & More” campaign.

10.   Next Meeting – October 21st, 2008, 7:30. p.m. at the Madoc Public Library and Cultural Centre.

11. Meeting Adjoined.

