Minutes of the Madoc & District Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, May 19th, 2009

Madoc Public Library And Cultural Centre

1.  Call to order by John McDonnell, Chair

2.  Introductions: John McDonnell, Chair




 Richard Peck, Madoc Market Vendors




 Jim Bakker, Coordinator




 Ellen Wilson, Secretary 


             
 Harry Todd



             Marion Martin

                               Mary Andrews




 Robert Parker, MITACS Intern

             

3.
Approval of Agenda. Moved by Richard Peck and seconded by Harry Todd that the agenda be approved.  Carried.

4.
Minutes of the February 17th, 2009 meeting.  Moved by Ellen Wilson & seconded by Jim Bakker that the minutes be approved.  Carried.

5.
Business arising from minutes.  i.  With the $2500.oo from CFDC grant, a new PC was bought for the Tourist Centre, a new all-in-one printer was bought for the Chamber office. and prices for a larger bulletin board for the market square are being researched.

6.  Correspondence:   i.  Canadian Chamber of Commerce Insurance Corp.  Annual 



meeting.

ii.  E-mail from Independent retail And Bank of Nova Scotia.

iii.  Chamber of Commerce Mystery Shopper Program.

iv.  
ING Insurance now called INTACT.

v.  Fire Works Committee request for donation.

      7.   Business arising from Correspondence:  Moved by Jim Bakker and seconded by 
Ellen Wilson that $100.00 be donated to the Canada Day Fireworks Committee.  
Carried

8..
Financial report:  Not Available  

9.  Report of the AGM held in March.  The officers for 2009/10 are as follows: 






John McDonnell - Chair






Robert Price - Vice Chair






Judy Smith - Treasurer






Ellen Wilson - Secretary

10.  Old Business:   i..  Markets Vendors association – Richard Peck is working with 



Harvest Hastings to get the farmer’s market open more days a 



week.

                         ii. Canada Day Fireworks Committee update:  not available.

iii.  Canada Day Fireworks Committee:  No report available.

iv.  Madoc Heritage and Arts Festival June 19-21, 2009.  This is proceeding well.  Musicians have been booked but artists have yet to come into play.  A $1500.00 grant from CFDC was received as well as $15000.00 from Heritage Canada.  This year it will be held at the Kiwanis Centre.

v.  Shameless Business Seminar, Bancroft, June 8th.  This is a seminar designed to help businesses promote, network and market themselves and is sponsored by the Bancroft Chamber of Commerce.  Registration is $25.00.  Moved by Ellen Wilson and seconded by Harry Todd that the Chamber pay Jim $25.00 to attend.  Carried.

11.  New Business:  i.  Thursday Morning Market.  Marion Martin and Mary Andrews
          


spoke on behalf of a group who are offering a market on Thursday. 


They have become members of the Chamber so they will be 



covered under our insurance.  They are selling vegetables and fruit 



in season as well as crafts and there will be a food stand serving 



light and healthy food choices.




 ii. Monkfest June 133 & 14, 2009.  This will be moved back to the 


farm from the fair grounds




                         


iii. Upcoming Sirolli Workshop - funding request to County. Jim 



Bakker
recently attended a presentation by Dr. Ernesto Sirolli, on



Enterprise facilitation, a unique approach to local development 



based on facilitating the transformation of good local ideas into 



viable businesses. The Madoc and District Chamber of Commerce 



has applied for a grant to bring Dr. Sirolli to the area to meet with 



community leaders and politicians on the feasibility of adopting 



this program for ComfortCountry.  

iv.  MITACS Intern Project. Funding has become available through CFDC
Bancroft to hire an intern (Robert Parker) from the Monieson Centre at Queens University. The Madoc  and District Chamber of Commerce has taken the lead in this and has hired a graduate student to take the key findings from the Hastings County BR &E as they relate to the operations of present businesses in ComfortCountry and develop specific action plans to address these findings.  Deliverables would also include the identification of specific resources the ComfortCountry businesses could use to improve business results, formation of mentoring and workshop programs, and action plans for a limited number of  
participating businesses which would demonstrate the benefit of  participating in the developed action plans (e.g. developing and executing documented marketing plans).

                         v.  The Chamber has purchased a new, smaller sound system for 


the Market Square.  Storage for the original system has become a 


problem.



vi.  The Student Summer Program offered by the Small Business 


Centre in Belleville.  This program is designed to help students 


create and operate their own small businesses for the summer.  


Volunteer mentors are needed, so if you are interested call the 


Chamber of Commerce (613-473-1616)

11.
Next Meetings– June 16th, 2009, 7:30 p.m. at the Library

12.
Meeting Adjourned.

