Minutes of the Madoc & District Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, January 19th, 2010

Madoc Public Library And Cultural Centre

1.  Call to order by Jim Bakker

2.  Introductions: Jim Bakker, Coordinator




Judy Smith, Treasurer



  
Ellen Wilson, Secretary




Jim Murray
             

3.
Approval of Agenda. Moved by Ellen Wilson and seconded by Jim Bakker that                                the agenda be approved with the addition of discussion of Eldorado Sled Dog              Races, Madoc Canadian Heritage Music & Arts Festival.   Carried

4.
Minutes of the October 20th, 2009 meeting.  Moved by Ellen Wilson & seconded by Jim Bakker that the minutes be approved .  Carried.

5.
Business arising from minutes.  i.  Premiere Ranked Tourism committee will be meeting Feb. 23rd at Madoc Public Library.

6.  Correspondence:  i. Letter of thanks from the Madoc Fire department for the donation the Chamber made towards refurbishing Santa Claus’ float.    ii.  Letter from Volunteer Information Quinte.  They will be opening an office in Madoc at 29 St. Lawrence St. East open Friday’s only.  It is a centralized office to coordinate volunteers with agencies looking for help.  They also conduct workshops on conducting and managing volunteers.  For more information contact Jim Bakker.   iii.  Letter of Thanks from Centre Hastings Support Network thanking the Chamber for our donation.

7.   Business arising from Correspondence:  none

8.
Financial report:  There is $2862.94 in the Chamber’s bank account..  There will be $1600.00 from CFDC Bancroft for remuneration of expenses for the fall’s series of workshops.  There are 44 paid members to date.

9.  Old Business:   i..  Markets Vendors Association.  Not available



ii.   Workshop series planning.  The Economic Development



      officers of ComfortCountry, County representatives and Lisa 



      Price from the Small Business Centre, Belleville are setting up 


                  a series of workshops concerning HST, Marketing Mastery,               


      and Service Excellence.  These programmes will be held 



      before the end of March.

            iii.  Madoc Santa Claus Parade Review.  The parade was well 



      received and had more floats registered than in 2008.  There is 



      $1465.03 in the bank plus the G.I.C.
                  iv.  Madoc Santa Claus Parade, November 27, 2010.  Santa Claus 


                   is coming out of retirement for this parade.  The Madoc 



      Recreation Committee might be willing to consider taking over 


      the organization of the parade.
10.  New Business    i.  ComfortCountry Magical History Tour.  This tour of the    prominent tourist destinations in ComfortCountry is being arranged to familiarize workers in the tourist industry with the area.  The tour will circle through Tweed, Actinolite,  Madoc, Marmora, Stirling and then return to Tweed.  A bus will be hired from Foley’s Bus Line and an application has been made to CFDC Bancroft to cover the costs (about $5000).   The tour will be scheduled for May, before the holiday weekend.

ii.  Enterprise Facilitator.  Darcelle Runciman has been hired by Hastings County to act as the facilitator, and the  Madoc Chamber has organized a meet and greet for Monday, February 8th , 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Welcome International Restaurant, Madoc.  The purpose of this meeting is to make Darcelle known in our community and familiarize the community with her work.

iii.  Networking for Madoc Business Community, March 22 at Welcome International.   The Chamber needs to become more involved with the business community and we need to discuss about changes that are coming to the community and how we can cope and take advantage of new opportunities. (Note: since the meeting this event will be postponed because of the number of competing events in the month)
iv.  Annual Meeting - March 16th.  Madoc Arts Centre with catered dinner.  


         v..  Notes from Rob Price.  Rob suggested that the Chamber attend a 

    
   networking meeting in Actinolite, February 16th.  Since this is    

               our usual Chamber meeting night, we will move our meeting to 
   

   Monday, Feb. 15th.  Concerning the installing and removal of the 
  

   market square banners, Jim Murray has offered to ask the Radio 
  

   Control Car Club if they would volunteer their time to do this.  
    

    The question of the Christmas lights was discussed and it was 


   decided to let another group look into their replacement. .

11.  Next Meetings:  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH, 7:00 PM. at the Madoc Public Library. (It has been noted that February 15TH  is the family day holiday so this meeting may be rescheduled. Watch for a confirmation e-mail)
12.  Meeting Adjourned.

